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Dallas Children’s Theater announces Fall 2016 Academy Classes, including new Comedy & Sketch 
Writing and Performance with Matt Lyle 

Fall Academy classes run August 29 – November 18, 2016 
 
(Dallas, TX)—Dallas Children’s Theater (DCT) calls all aspiring young actors to enroll in the most creative 
elective of the semester. All of DCT’s classes focus on communication skills and collaborative problem-
solving through performance techniques. Starting this fall, actor, director, and playwright Matt Lyle will 
teach a Comedy and Sketch Writing and Performance course. 
 
Lyle will call upon experiences fresh from Chicago with Second City and City Life Supplement as he 
guides teens through the world of sketch comedy writing. “The education program at DCT is truly one of 
the best of its kind in the country. They’ve been teaching improv for years, so there is an established 
interest in comedy performance,” he said. Lyle has been connected with DCT since he interned here 
during his senior year of college. 
 
“As a young lad, I was obsessed with sketch comedy shows like SNL and The Carol Burnett Show, and 
always had ideas for sketches—but no outlet. There was no place to perform them, so I didn’t write 
them,” said Lyle. “I know there are lots of young people out there in the same boat as I was, and I hope 
this class can be an outlet for their creativity.” 
 
K. Doug Miller will continue as Director of Musical Theater for the DCT Academy. “My curriculum is 
different than other theaters and studios offering musical theater classes because my students will get 
equal training time in all three musical theater arenas: singing, dancing, and movement. It’s my job to 
produce true triple threat performers that are competent in each discipline.” He adds that it is never too 
early to start preparing each student for college auditions and for a “life upon the wicked stage.” Even if 
students decide not to choose performing as a career path, Miller said the confidence they learn in 
these classes will be something they can use the rest of their lives. 
 
All Academy Classes are taught by DCT Theater Professionals. Under their guidance and instruction, 
students will go through 11 to 12 weeks of training, culminating in a performance on the DCT stage 
utilizing the skills they develop in class. Children as young as 3 ½ years old up through high school 
seniors will have the opportunity to develop and refine skills in classes structured by both age and 
experience level. Students will build a foundation of technically sound characterizations, acting and 
singing, and experience on stage.  

mailto:alayna.chabot@dct.org


DCT’s state-of-the-art Rosewood Center for Family Arts provides beautiful space for actors of all ages. 
While classes sell out each session, there is still time to enroll. Fall classes run August 29 – November 18, 
2016. Tuition ranges from $275 - $300. For more information about DCT’s classes, contact DCT 
Education Associate Terry Feagin at 214-978-0110 x 139 or terry.feagin@dct.org. Also visit www.dct.org 
for additional information about DCT’s Academy. 
 
Classes being offered this fall include: 
 
Pre-K (Ages 3 ½ to 5) 
Bring the world of stories and drama to life! See how the power and wonder of drama can make a 
difference in the creative growth of every child. 

 CREATION STATION, Ages 3 ½ - 5 

 Tuesday 4:00 – 5:30 pm, August 30 – November 8 

 Saturday 10:00 – 11:30 am, September 3 – November 12 

 STORY DRAMA, Ages 4 - 5 

 Monday 4:00 – 5:30 pm, August 29 – November 14 (no class Labor Day, Sept. 5) 

 Thursdays 4:00 – 5:30 pm, September 1 – November 10 
 
Drama Level 1 (Kindergarten and 1st Grade) 
Students choose a character inspired by the books that come to life on the DCT stage every year. Each 
week the class will create scenes and rehearse their parts; enhance creativity and teamwork through 
theater games; go on stage and learn about backstage; and do a play on the last day. 

 Wondergirls and Superheroes 

 Monday 4:00 – 5:30 pm, August 29 – November 14 (no class Labor Day, Sept. 5) 

 Kings, Queens, and Dragons, Too! 

 Tuesday 4:00 – 5:30 pm, August 30 – November 8 

 Saturday 10:00 – 11:30 am, September 3 – November 12 

 Mermaids and Pirates 

 Wednesday 4:30 – 6 pm, August 31 – November 9 

 Once Upon a Time – Page to Stage 

 Thursday 4:00 – 5:30 pm, September 1 – November 10 
 
Drama Level 2 (Grades 2 & 3) 
Emphasize the importance of character as students are guided through creating an original play. Each 
week acting techniques are explored as scenes for the students’ original play are added and rehearsed, 
before a performance on the last day. 

 Detective Dramas 

 Tuesday 4:00 – 5:30 pm, August 30 – November 8 

 Page to Stage Adventures 

 Wednesday 4:30 – 6:00 pm, August 31 – November 9 

 Be a Star 

 Saturday 10:00 – 11:30 am, September 3 – November 12 
 
Intermediate (Grades 4-6) 
Students focus on specializations through advanced characterizations or a video class. Classes at this 
level move into technicalities with blocking and memorizing lines, or creating and starring in a movie. 

 Makin’ Movies, with Karl Schaeffer 
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 Wednesday 4:30 – 6:00 pm, August 31 – November 9 

 Acting for the Stage 

 Thursday 4:30 – 6:00 pm, September 1 – November 10 

 Saturday Morning Improv 

 Saturday 10:00 – 11:30 am, September 3 – November 12 
 
Teen Conservatory (Grades 7 and up) 

 Scenes and Monologues 

 Wednesday 4:30 – 6:00 pm, August 31 – November 9 

 Comedy & Sketch Writing and Performance with Matt Lyle* 

 Thursday 4:30 – 6:00 pm, September 1 – November 10 

 *Course begins in the fall and continues into the spring, culminating in a performance in 
April 2017. 

 Actor’s Bootcamp with BJ Cleveland 

 Saturday 10:00 – 11:30 am, September 3 – November 12 
 
Teen Scene Opportunities 
Each year DCT gives teens the opportunity to audition for productions that are presented as a part of 
our season. These productions represent collaborations between our Academy and DCT’s professional 
team of Theater Artists. These unique opportunities afford students the chance to work with renowned 
professionals on exciting productions. Teens from our Tech Theater program can also serve as backstage 
crew and technicians. 

 Dracula: The Vampire Play 

 Auditions: August 15, 2016* 

 Rehearsals: September 10 – October 12, 2016 

 Performances: October 13 – October 20, 2016 

 *Call DCT Education Department at 214-978-0110 for an appointment to audition 

 EAT (It’s Not About Food) 

 Audition in Fall 2016* 

 Rehearsals: January 16 – February 8, 2017 

 Performances: February 9 – 19, 2017 

 *Call DCT Education Department at 214-978-0110 for an appointment to audition 
 
DCT Musical Theater with K. Doug Miller 
Musical Theater classes meet for 11 or 12 weeks in Fall 2016 and continue from January to April 2017. 
All students are invited to participate in the Next Stop Broadway Showcase on March 31 and April 1, 
2017. Students in levels two and up are invited to audition for featured and highlighted roles. 
 
Musical Theater 1 
This 60 minutes class is perfect for students who want to explore singing, dancing, and acting. Whether 
young dramatists are shy or drive their parents crazy by singing and dancing at home, all will build a 
solid foundation of triple threat skills 

 Grades 4 – 6 

 Tuesday 4:15 – 5:15 pm, August 30 – November 15 

 Thursday 4:15 – 5:15 pm, September 1 – November 17 

 Grades 7 and up 

 Wednesday 5:15 – 6:15 pm, August 31 – November 16 



 
Musical Theater 2 
This class is open to students who complete level one and are ready for more in-depth study of singing, 
acting, and dance. Students build confidence through solo singing; learn how to prepare for auditions; 
dive into character studies; and learn what it takes to be a musical theater performer 

 Grades 5 – 6 

 Monday 4:15 – 5:15 pm, August 29 – November 14 (no class Labor Day, Sept. 5) 

 Grades 7 and up 

 Tuesday 5:15 – 6:16 pm, August 30 – November 15 
 
Musical Theater 3 
This class is a perfect fit for those who are very interested in pursuing the arts in college or as a career 
and want training to back up their talent. Develop skills pivotal for all “triple threat” performers who are 
ready to work in a professional setting. 

 Grades 5 – 7  

 Friday 4:15 – 5:15 pm, September 2 – November 18 

 Grades 8 – 12  

 Thursday 5:15 – 6:15 pm, September 1 – November 17 
 
Advanced High School Musical Theater Class 
This class for high school students is by invitation only, for those who have completed all levels of 
Musical Theater curriculum. 

 Grades 9 – 12 

 Monday 5:15 – 6:15 pm, August 29 – November 14 
 
Broadway Song & Dance 
Grades 4 and up 
A venture into the world of Broadway musical theater! Students will perform songs from Broadway 
shows and learn musical theater choreography. The class will also learn how to read music; proper vocal 
technique; basic music theory; and how to act a song and dance. 

 Wednesday 4:15 – 5:15 pm, August 31 – November 16 
 
DCT GLEE 
Students will enjoy performing classic and contemporary pop and musical theater songs. During class, 
students will learn how to read music, sing in harmony, and understand basic vocal technique. 

 Grades 5 and up 

 Friday 5:15 – 6:15 pm, September 2 – November 18 
 
Dallas Children’s Theater features paid professional actors performing for an annual audience of 
250,000 young people and their families with 12 mainstage productions, a national touring company, 
and an arts-in-education program. As the only major organization in Dallas focusing solely on youth and 
family theater, DCT builds bridges of understanding between generations and cultures, instilling an early 
appreciation of literature, art and the performing arts in tomorrow’s artists and patrons. 
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