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DCT Observes Dating Violence Awareness Month with Bold, Honest Teen Play dont u luv me? 

February 12 - 21, 2016 
 

(Dallas, TX)—Through a series of plays created specifically for teen audiences, Dallas Children’s 
Theater(DCT) has been celebrated for not shying away from tough topics, while encouraging teens to 
make wise choices and empowering adults to provide teens with useful tools.  During February’s Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness Month, DCT gives patrons a chance to follow the journey of a typical teen 
girl who misses the red flags of manipulation from a boy who comes on too strong, too fast in dont u luv 
me? Written by Playwright in Residence, Linda Daugherty, dont u luv me? will be performed by young 
people in the DCT Teen Scene Players group, at the Rosewood Center for Family Arts from February 12 
to 21, 2016 as part of DCT’s 32nd Season. 
 
With DCT’s careful delivery, audiences will observe how tiny missteps in a seemingly ideal romance can 
quickly escalate into aggression and violence. The play, originally presented in 2009, is even more 
relevant today with social media use casting a whole new dynamic in the mix.  Director Nancy Schaeffer 
points out, “the play spotlights the often overwhelming and ever present connectedness that 
technology ends up placing on our teens.” 
  
On opening night, Dallas City Council Member Tiffinni Young will speak briefly before the show about 
the City of Dallas’ focus on reducing its abnormally high rate of domestic abuse. One in three teenagers 
experiences physical violence in a dating relationship, making dont u luv me? resonate now more than 
ever.  It is Dallas Children’s Theater’s hope that citizens will use this opportunity to come together to 
reach teens in a safe, non-threatening way using the impactful and memorable power of theater. 
 
In 2007, the Texas Legislature required that all schools incorporate domestic violence education in the 
classroom, but unlike a lecture or textbook, live theater makes a tremendous impact. An Advisory 
Council made up of individuals from respected social service organizations such as Girls to Women 
Health and Wellness and The Family Place will be on hand for support and conversation after each 
performance. 
 
“Unfortunately I think the play will feel as timely now as when DCT first produced it (in 2009),” said 
Linda Daugherty, author of dont u luv me? Daugherty is one of few writers creating relevant, 
contemporary pieces developed specifically for adolescent audiences, educators and the public.  
Hundreds of high schools around the country have performed this play as part of their own curriculum. 
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dont u luv me? focuses on Angela’s budding relationship with CJ, as he sweeps her off her feet; sending 
her flowers, and texting Angela day and night. As their relationship progresses, Angela distances herself 
from her friends and high school traditions, like homecoming, in order to please CJ. When Angela’s true 
friend steps in at a critical time, viewers see the deep toll that an abusive relationship takes on 
impressionable young people. 
 
Schaeffer adds that teens who see this show will fully understand just how bad these types of 
relationships can be. Because Schaeffer and Daugherty had access to experts like Dr. Susan Sugarman, of 
Girls to Women Health and Wellness, while developing dont u luv me?, audiences will witness an 
informed path to ending or even avoiding a destructive relationship, complete with the revelation of 
support systems young people often don’t realize they have. 
 
“We were told by advisors when we were developing this play that the consequences have to be spelled 
out in black and white, regardless of how harsh they may be, and so we did that. We also present the 
possible strategies for healing. If we can use the power of theater to save a young person from getting 
too far down this road, then our time is well spent,” said Schaeffer. 
 
PR photos for dont u luv me? will be taken on January 20th. To obtain photos after that date please 
contact Alayna Chabot, Public Relations Manager at alayna.chabot@dct.org.  
 
dont u luv me?  
By Linda Daugherty 
 
February 12-21, 2016 
 
Not suitable for children under 13—contains strong situations and language. 
 
Cast 
Angela – Bailey Thixton 
C.J. – Haulston Mann 
Jen – Mackenzie Meadows 
Sam – Max Torres 
Erika – Lexee Hobbs 
Candice – Annabella Bragalone 
Sara – Grace Woodmansee 
Duffy – Lincoln Hayes Anthony 
Brad – Anthony Holmes 
 
Production Team 
Director – Nancy Schaeffer 
Scenic Designer/Video/Props – Josh Smith 
Costume Designer – Aneesha Woolfolk 
Lighting Designer – Linda Blase 
Sound Designer – Marco Salinas 
Stage Manager – N. Ryan McBride 
 
Performance Dates and Times 

- Thursday, February 11, 7:30 PM – Preview 
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- Friday, February 12, 7:30 PM – Opening Night 
- Saturday, February 13, 7:30 PM 
- Sunday, February 14, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, February 14, 4:30 PM 
- Friday, February 19, 7:30 PM 
- Saturday, February 20, 7:30 PM 
- Sunday, February 21, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, February 21, 4:30 PM (ASL) 

 
Ticket Prices:  $14, youth and adult. Prices subject to change. Call the box office for details, 214-740-
0051 or tickets available online at dct.org 
 
Weekday Student Matinee shows also available Tuesdays through Fridays.  Please call ArtReach Booking 
at 214-219-2049. 
 
Dallas Children’s Theater 
Rosewood Center for Family Arts 
5938 Skillman Street 
Dallas, Texas 75231 
 
About Dallas Children’s Theater  
 
Dallas Children’s Theater features professional actors performing for an annual audience of 250,000 
young people and their families through mainstage productions (12 in the 2015-16 season), a national 
touring company, and an arts-in-education program.  As the only major organization in Dallas focusing 
solely on youth and family theater, DCT builds bridges of understanding between generations and 
cultures, instilling an early appreciation of literature, art and the performing arts in tomorrow’s artists 
and patrons. 
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