
 

 

                                                                                                                      
 
 
Award-winning play BALLOONACY is physical comedy created for squirmy toddlers and 
young at heart - directed by DICK MONDAY featuring KARL SCHAEFFER 
 
(DALLAS, TX) Dallas Children’s Theater (DCT) will present Barry Kornhauser’s award-winning 
play BALLOONACY, DCT’s first production specifically created for preschoolers, from April 15 – 
May 1, 2016. BALLOONACY is the story of a lonely old man who is set in his silent, solitary 
ways until a curious red balloon blows through his window and insists on becoming his friend.   
DCT’s own Karl Schaeffer fills the stage with tenderness and physical comedy, showing audi-
ences of all ages that we must find time to play.  This play was the winner of the American As-
sociation of Theatre in Education Distinguished Play Award. 

Live theater has a direct impact on the developing brain of 2-5 year olds, especially plays like 
BALLOONACY which are specifically designed for young children. Theater has a direct impact 
on broadening literacy skills and encourages children to engage in high-quality play. Seeing a 
play also introduces children to new ways of sharing emotions, particularly when they see the 
play with an adult with whom they can interact. 
 
Barry Kornhauser is the nation’s preeminent playwright for the very young.  As a playwright, 
Kornhauser has found extraordinary benefits of creating plays for young children.  According to 
Kornhauser, “Very young children enjoy art as much as anyone else. Part of what early learning 
is all about is satisfying a need to get in touch with the world. Theater is an opening to do just 
that. Research has demonstrated that early theater experiences can promote not only language 
development, but cognitive, social and emotional growth. Little kids also happen to be very good 
audiences—unconventional, inquisitive, and free of errant notions of what a play ought to be.” 
 
While BALLOONACY was created for very young audiences, director Dick Monday believes 
everyone will benefit from seeing BALLOONACY. According to Monday, “Saying that clowning 
and physical comedy is just for kids is like saying that adults don’t know how to play. They try to 
act mature and logical until they get sucked into the wonderfully ridiculous world of the theater. 
We all yearn to play. The problem is giving yourself permission to drop your armor and dive in. 
Kids don’t seem to have that problem. Adults often do. ‘I can’t take the chance of looking silly. 
What would people think?’ Can you imagine a kid saying that? Physical comedy is for everyone. 
It is storytelling for everyone, using the face and body, the heart and soul, with no words to get 
in the way.” 

 
Monday continues, “All comedy has one thing in common, and that is truth. Through the Bal-
loon’s persistence, our Man discovers the joy one can have when relating to another. And the 
truth is, even a balloon can be a friend.” 

 
Each performance includes age-appropriate group activities with DCT professional teach-
ing artist. Activities will allow everyone to participate, including opportunities to explore expres-
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sions, movement, and observation skills in a way that will be fun and memorable for all! Actor 
Karl Schaeffer will also join the audience after the show so everyone can wish the kind old man 
a happy birthday in person and even get an autograph from his co-star!  BALLOONACY runs in 
the Studio Theater April 15-May 1. 
 
Special thanks to Title Sponsor Children’s Health for their generous support of this production. 
 
BALLOONACY 
By Barry Kornhauser 
 
Back by Popular Demand 
 
April 15 - May 1, 2016 
 
With Karl Schaeffer as the Old Man 
Directed by Dick Monday 
 
Recommended for ages 2 and up 
 
PERFORMANCE DATES AND TIMES: 

- Friday, April 15, 7:30 PM – Opening Night 
- Saturday, April 16, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, April 17, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, April 17, 4:30 PM 
- Saturday, April 23, 1:30 PM (Sensory) 
- Sunday, April 24, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, April 24, 4:30 PM 
- Saturday, April 30, 1:30 PM 
- Saturday, April 30, 4:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 1, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 1, 4:30 PM 

 
Ticket Prices: $14 or $12 for Subscribers.  Lap passes available for children under 2 for $6.  
Reserve early for best pricing. Prices subject to change. Call the Box Office for details. 214-740-
0051 
Tickets available online at dct.org. 
 
Weekday Student Matinee shows also available Tuesdays through Fridays.  Please call 
ArtReach Booking at 214-219-2049. 
 
Dallas Children’s Theater 
Rosewood Center for Family Arts 
5938 Skillman Street 
Dallas, Texas 75231 
 
About Dallas Children’s Theater  
 
Dallas Children’s Theater features professional actors performing for an annual audience of 
250,000 young people and their families through main stage productions (11 in the 2014-15 
season), a national touring company, and an arts-in-education program.  As the only major or-
ganization in Dallas focusing solely on youth and family theater, DCT builds bridges of under-
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standing between generations and cultures, instilling an early appreciation of literature, art and 
the performing arts in tomorrow’s artists and patrons. 
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