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Roald Dahl’s THE BFG (BIG FRIENDLY GIANT) rolls into Big D! 
DCT’s National Touring Sponsor, Neiman Marcus and Dallas Title Sponsors Texas Instruments and 

Medallion Shopping Center are excited to welcome the giants home! 
April 29 - May 22, 2016 

 
 
THE BFG is back in town! After driving across the country, visiting 29 states, and performing in 57 cities, 
the cast of DCT’s National Touring Production of ROALD DAHL’S THE BFG (BIG FRIENDLY GIANT) returns 
to the DCT stage. Experience DCT’s larger than life version of the classic tale that hails from the mind of 
Roald Dahl, considered the world’s most imaginative storyteller, and David Wood, Britain’s most popular 
children’s playwright, from April 29 – May 22, 2016. 
 
Before rehearsals for THE BFG began in August 2015, designers Sally Fiorello and Douglass Burks 
received special permission from the playwright David Wood to make changes to certain scenes. 
Part of the end result was the opportunity to create puppets of Sophie and the BFG that look like the 
actors playing each respective character. Other outcomes include an overall final production that 
ultimately connects better with the seven and up age target. Fiorello and Burks are both master 
puppeteers with Kathy Burks Theatre of Puppetry Arts. They successfully trained Faye Austin (Sophie) 
for this production, as she was new to the world of puppetry. Wood is considered the premiere 
playwright for youth and families in the United Kingdom, and has adapted several of Dahl’s books for 
the stage. 
 
“[It’s] a very visually dynamic and thoughtful production appealing to a broad age range. We are 
attempting to capture the wildly colorful world that is uniquely Dahl’s, but also explore the story’s 
sensitive themes of diversity and unexpected friendships, societal outcasts, and surprising heroes,” said 
Burks, director of THE BFG. Burks brought forth his experience in both acting and puppetry to seamlessly 
meld the real with the imaginary, and the small with the tall to tell this magical and insightful tale of 
fantasy, adventure and friendship. 
 
In the much beloved tradition of Roald Dahl (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory), we join two misfits on 
an unforgettable odyssey. Sophie, a young orphan “human bean,” fears for her life when she sees a 
giant outside her window and he whisks her away to an enchanted land. This Big Friendly Giant is not 
like other giants, however. The job of this larger-than-life vegetarian is to blow magical dreams into 
children’s bedrooms. Together they embark on a quest to save England from the “gizzard-gulping”giants 
who don’t have the BFG’s tender heart.  The cheeky BFG ultimately shows that heroes can come in all 
sizes. 
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Since opening the show, the cast has traveled from Florida to Washington state all the way back across 
the country to Maine and has performed for 79,479 audience members to date. For many, seeing the 
play will be a great precursor to the Steven Spielberg movie of the same name coming out this summer.  
Presented by Disney and directed by an icon of the business, this adventure fantasy film is already 
generating a great deal of buzz and is among the most anticipated summer releases. 
 
In the spirit of The BFG, who blows bottled dreams into the bedrooms of children each night, DCT is 
partnering with the Dallas branch of the School of Metaphysics on Opening Night.  They will share what 
they know about the origins of dreams and give children a chance to express theirs in different creative 
ways.   There will even be time to snap a picture with some of Dallas’ most famous letters—B and G. 
Smoothie King – Skillman Street is generously providing smoothies in kid-friendly flavors. Gensler is also 
a sponsor for Opening Night of this production. 
 
Additionally, through the entire run of the show, DCT’s friends from Oil & Cotton will help children make 
their very own dream jars, full of inspiring trinkets.  
 
DCT's National Touring Production  
ROALD DAHL’S 
THE BFG 
(BIG FRIENDLY GIANT) 
Adapted by David Wood  
 
April 29 - May 22, 2016 
 
Recommended for ages 7 and up 
 
National Touring Sponsor:  Neiman Marcus 
Local Title Sponsors:  Texas Instruments and Medallion Shopping Center 
 
Cast 

- Sophie – Faye Austin 
- BFG – Nathaniel P. Reid 
- Head of the Royal Air Force/Gizzardgulper/Ensemble – Clint Harris 
- Mary/Bonecruncher/Ensemble - Bailey Lawrence 
- Queen of England/Childchewer/Ensemble - Brigette Marquardt 
- Head of the British Army/Fleshlumpeater/Ensemble - Kevin Pellicone 
- Headmaster/Bloodbottler/Ensemble - Gerald Taylor 

 
Production Team 

- Producer/Tour Director - Sally Fiorello 
- Director – Douglass Burks 
- Scenic Design – Michelle Harvey 
- Costume Design – Mary Therese D’Avignon 
- Puppet Design – Kathy Burks Theatre of Puppetry Arts 
- Lighting Design – Jason Lynch 
- Sound Design – Marco Salinas 
- Video Design – Michelle Harvey and H. Bart McGeehon 



- Production Stage Manager – John Micheal Moss II 
 
Performance Dates and Times 

- Thursday, April 28, 7:30 PM – Pay What You Can Performance 
- Friday, April 29, 7:30 PM – Opening Night 
- Saturday, April 30, 1:30 PM 
- Saturday, April 30, 4:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 1, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 1, 4:30 PM 
- Saturday, May 7, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 8, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 8, 4:30 PM (ASL) 
- Saturday, May 14, 1:30 PM (Sensory) 
- Sunday, May 15, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 15, 4:30 PM 
- Saturday, May 21, 1:30 PM 
- Saturday, May 21, 4:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 22, 1:30 PM 
- Sunday, May 22, 4:30 PM 

 
Ticket Prices: $13-$26. 
Lap seats and group rates available. Reserve early for best pricing. Prices subject to change. Call the box 
office for details. 214-740-0051. Tickets available online at dct.org 
 
Weekday Student Matinee shows also available Tuesdays through Fridays.  Please call ArtReach Booking 
at 214-219-2049. 
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Dallas Children’s Theater 
Rosewood Center for Family Arts 
5938 Skillman Street 
Dallas, Texas 75231 
 
About Dallas Children’s Theater  
 
Dallas Children’s Theater features professional actors performing for an annual audience of 250,000 
young people and their families through mainstage productions (12 in the 2015-16 season), a national 
touring company, and an arts-in-education program.  As the only major organization in Dallas focusing 
solely on youth and family theater, DCT builds bridges of understanding between generations and 
cultures, instilling an early appreciation of literature, art and the performing arts in tomorrow’s artists 
and patrons. 
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